
December 31, 2019 
 
Patrick J. O’Donnell, Clerk of the Legislature 
Room 2018 State Capitol 
Lincoln, NE 68509-4904 
 
Subject: 2019 Biennial Report of the Nebraska Water Sustainability Fund 

 

Dear Mr. O’Donnell, 

Neb. Rev. Stat § 2-1507(7) requires a biennial report be made to the Clerk of the Legislature on 

December 31, 2019, describing the work accomplished by the use of funds towards the goals of the 

Water Sustainability Fund.  The Fund was created by the 2014 Legislature in LB906, and governance 

requirements were provided in LB1098.   

The following report summarizes the 2018-2019 biennium activities relating to the Water Sustainability 

Fund. 

If any questions remain about the Water Sustainability Fund, members of the Legislature are invited to 

contact me or Natural Resources Commissioners and review the NRC’s Water Sustainability Fund 

website page at: https://nrc.nebraska.gov/water-sustainability-fund-0 for additional details. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

Gordon W. Fassett, P.E., Director 

https://nrc.nebraska.gov/water-sustainability-fund-0




Natural Resources Commission  

 

Water Sustainability Fund 
Biennial Report to Legislature 

2018-2019 



“A biennial report shall be made to the Clerk of the Legislature describing  

the work accomplished by the use of funds towards the goals  

of the Water Sustainability Fund beginning on December 31, 2015.  

The report submitted to the Clerk of the Legislature shall be submitted electronically.” 



The Water Sustainability Fund (WSF) is a source of financial support to help the State achieve the goals set 

out in Neb. Rev. Stat § 2-1506.  The Nebraska Natural Resources Commission (NRC) oversees the fund 

operations including selecting successful applications, and the Nebraska Department of Natural Resources 

(NeDNR) oversees administration.  Of the funding appropriated by the Nebraska Legislature each year, 10% is 

designated for projects addressing combined storm and sewer water overflow and 10% to small project 

requests of $250,000 or less.   

WSF applications are filed electronically between July 16th and 31st each year.  Once filed, the applications are 

reviewed by NeDNR staff; those determined by the director to be “sufficient,” as required by Neb. Rev. Stat § 

2-1509(3), are forwarded to the NRC for scoring.  Each of the applications may be viewed by clicking the 

“Applications with Satisfactory Determination by the Director” link under Applications at: https://

nrc.nebraska.gov/water-sustainability-fund-0 .  Only applications with the highest scores are funded.  Funds 

remaining are rolled forward and added to the next legislative appropriation in an attempt to be conservative 

and wise stewards of taxpayer money and to encourage the best project applications be submitted in the next 

round of funding.  The NRC’s scoring process is designed to identify those projects that will provide the most 

comprehensive benefits as requested in Neb. Rev. Stat § 2-1506.   

The WSF has completed five funding cycles between 2015 and 2019.  A link to the applications funded during 

each annual funding cycle may be viewed by clicking on the “Fiscal Year Link” under Applications at: https://

nrc.nebraska.gov/water-sustainability-fund-0 .  In addition, the projects sponsors’ annual reports for each 

project may be viewed by clicking on “Water Sustainability Fund Annual and Final Reports” under Reports 

at: https://nrc.nebraska.gov/water-sustainability-fund-0 . 

In 2018, 10 projects were approved for a total of $7,802,649; and in 2019 12 projects were approved for a total 

of $17,865,005.10. A table of the projects funded can be found on next page. 
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2018-2019 Biennium 

WSF Application Funded 
APP # Applicant Projects Allocation Obligation  
рнлр hƳŀƘŀ /ƻƳōƛƴŜŘ {ŜǿŜǊ hǾŜǊƅƻǿ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ        мΣлолΣфрнΦлл            мΣлолΣфрнΦлл    

рнпс hƳŀƘŀ /ƻƳōƛƴŜŘ {ŜǿŜǊ hǾŜǊƅƻǿ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ 
 Ϸ    мΣлусΣрлоΦол   Ϸ       мΣлусΣрлоΦол  

 

      Ϸ    нΣммтΣпррΦол   Ϸ       нΣммтΣпррΦол   

App 
No   Small (Җ ϷнрлΣлллύProject Name 

$ Amount Allo-
cated $ Amount Obligated   

рнмп / t bw5 
/tbw5 /ƻƴŎŜǇǘǳŀƭ aǳƭǝ-ǳǎŜ 5ŀƳ 5Ŝπ
ǎƛƎƴ 

                рсΣнтл                     рсΣнтл  
 

рннл a w bw5 
awbw5 tƘŀǎŜ н IƛƎƘ ¢ŜŎƘ LǊǊ LƳǇƭŜπ
ƳŜƴǘŀǝƻƴ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ 

              нрлΣллл                   нрлΣллл  
 

рнлс [ [ bw5 [[bw5 !ǉǳƛŦŜǊ aŀǇǇƛƴƎ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ               нрлΣллл                   нрлΣллл  
 

рннн ¦ w bw5 ¦wbw5 {ƻƛƭ aƻƛǎǘǳǊŜ tǊƻōŜ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ                 усΣплл                     усΣплл   

рнлф [ [ bw5 [[bw5 /ƻǾŜǊ /ǊƻǇ ²ŀǘŜǊ ¦ǎŜ {ǘǳŘȅ               нрлΣллл                   нрлΣллл  
 

рнму { t bw5 {tbw5 ²²¦a ¦ǇŘŀǘŜ ϧ 9ȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴ               нплΣллл                   нплΣллл  
 

рнпм ¦ . . bw5 ¦..bw5 !ƭƭƻŎŀǝƻƴ {ƻƊǿŀǊŜ  Ϸ       млрΣлллΦлл   Ϸ           млрΣлллΦлл   

рнпо [ 9 bw5 [9bw5 DǊƻǳƴŘǿŀǘŜǊ aƻŘŜƭ  Ϸ       нлмΣсллΦлл   Ϸ           нлмΣсллΦлл   

рнпп [ [ bw5 [[bw5 5ǊƻǳƎƘǘ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ tƭŀƴ  Ϸ          рнΣнслΦлл   Ϸ             рнΣнслΦлл   

рнрр b bw5 b9a!I! bw5 !9a aŀǇǇƛƴƎ  Ϸ       носΣмллΦлл   Ϸ           носΣмллΦлл   

рнрс tƭŀǧŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊ 
tƭŀǧŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ²ŀǘŜǊ vǳŀƭƛǘȅ LƳǇǊƻǾŜπ
ƳŜƴǘ 

 Ϸ       нмлΣлллΦлл   Ϸ           нмлΣлллΦлл  
 

    Ϸ    мΣфотΣсолΦлл   Ϸ       мΣфотΣсолΦлл   

App 
No   Large (ҧϷ250,000) Project Name 

$ Amount Allo-
cated $ Amount Obligated 

$ Amount of Cap 
Utilized 

рнмо C / L 5 C/L5 tƘŀǎŜ н wǳōƛŎƻƴ               рнуΣспо                   рнуΣспо  
  

рннм ¦ w bw5 ¦wbw5 wŜƳƻǘŜ aƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ               отрΣоос                   отрΣоос  
  

рнмт tŀǇƛƻ bw5 tŀǇƛƻ bw5ϥǎ ²t-м {ǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ           пΣторΣлпу               пΣторΣлпу    

рнпн ¢ t bw5 ¢tbw5 5ŀǘŀ /ƻƭƭŜŎǝƻƴ ϧ aƻŘŜƭƛƴƎ  Ϸ    мΣсрпΣуслΦлл   Ϸ       мΣсрпΣуслΦлл    

рнпф a w bw5 awbw5 IȅŘǊƻƎŜƻƭƻƎƛŎ aŀǇǇƛƴƎ  Ϸ       турΣтспΦул   Ϸ           турΣтспΦул    

рноу t-a bw5 t-abw5 !9a {ǳǊǾŜȅ  Ϸ       пнлΣлллΦлл   Ϸ           пнлΣлллΦлл    

рнпт ²Ŝǎǘ tƻƛƴǘ ²Ŝǎǘ tƻƛƴǘ [ŜǾŜŜ LƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ  Ϸ    мΣнпфΣмнрΦлл   Ϸ       мΣнпфΣмнрΦлл    

рнрн .ƭŀƛǊ .ƭŀƛǊ ²ŀǘŜǊ {ǳǇǇƭȅ wŜǎƛƭƛŜƴŎȅ  Ϸ    сΣллсΣлллΦлл   Ϸ       сΣллсΣлллΦлл    

рнро [ t { bw5 
5ŜŀŘƳŀƴǎ wǳƴ CƭƻƻŘ wŜŘǳŎǝƻƴ- 
[t{bw5 

 Ϸ    рΣуртΣтфнΦлл  
 Ϸ       оΣнфоΣсрлΦфс   Ϸ     нΣрспΣмпмΦлп  

    Ϸ нмΣсмнΣрсуΦул   Ϸ     мфΣлпуΣпнтΦтс   Ϸ     нΣрспΣмпмΦлп  

  DǊŀƴŘ ¢ƻǘŀƭ  Ϸ нрΣсстΣсрпΦмл   Ϸ     ноΣмлоΣрмоΦлс   Ϸ     нΣрспΣмпмΦлп  



Below is a map showing the project sponsors’ locations in an effort to demonstrate the NRC’s intent to deliver 

long term equitable statewide distribution of funding as required by Neb. Rev. Stat § 2-1507(1) through the 

Water Sustainability fund.  Two things should be noted: most of the approved projects scored highly because 

they provided multiple benefits to a broad area of the state, and funding can’t be awarded in some areas of the 

state until a project sponsor submits an application within that region. 

The NRC and NeDNR continue to review and evaluate Rules (Title 261) governing this fund.  The most 

significant rules change during this biennium was the repeal of the NeDNR’s Rules (Title 264) and merger of 

NeDNR’s guidance into that of the NRC’s such that an applicant need only reference one set of rules (Title 

261) for use of the Water Sustainability Fund. 

During the biennium several projects were completed and closed out.  Detailed final project summary reports 

are filed by project sponsors and can be viewed at: https://nrc.nebraska.gov/water-sustainability-fund-reports .  

Funding remaining when projects are completed under budget is made available by the NRC to help fund 

future applications.  The following table lists the projects completed during this biennium and summarizes 

those returning funds.   

 

2018-2019 Biennium WSF Project Closeouts 

https://nrc.nebraska.gov/water-sustainability-fund-reports


!ǇǇ ¸ŜŀǊ !ǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ DǊŀƴǘ Cƛƴŀƭ   

bƻΦ CƛƭŜŘ DǊŀƴǘ wŜƭŜŀǎŜŘ DǊŀƴǘ !ǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘ  

пммт нлмр ϷпΣпмлΣлллΦлл  ϷлΦлл  ϷпΣпмлΣлллΦлл  IŀǎǝƴƎǎ ¦ǝƭƛǝŜǎ 

пмнр нлмр ϷфсΣоллΦлл  ϷлΦлл  ϷфсΣоллΦлл  9b²w! 

пмон нлмр ϷнрлΣлллΦлл  ϷлΦпл  ϷнпфΣфффΦсл  [t{bw5 

пмоо нлмр ϷумΣнтлΦлл  ϷлΦлл  ϷумΣнтлΦлл  ¦9bw5 

пмор нлмр ϷнллΣлллΦлл  ϷмлуΣнтрΦпл  ϷфмΣтнпΦсл  [tbbw5 

пмпл нлмр ϷнплΣлллΦлл  ϷлΦлл  ϷнплΣлллΦлл  tabw5 

пмпм нлмр ϷнрлΣлллΦлл  ϷлΦпл  ϷнпфΣфффΦсл  [9bw5 

пмпн нлмр ϷнрлΣлллΦлл  ϷлΦпл  ϷнпфΣфффΦсл  [tbbw5 

пмпо нлмр ϷсмΣнллΦлл  ϷлΦлл  ϷсмΣнллΦлл  [/bw5 

пмпп нлмр ϷнрлΣлллΦлл  ϷлΦпл  ϷнпфΣфффΦсл  [[bw5 

пмрф нлмс ϷнрлΣлллΦлл  ϷлΦлл  ϷнрлΣлллΦлл  awbw5 

пмсл нлмс ϷнΣплтΣнллΦлл  ϷлΦлл  ϷнΣплтΣнллΦлл  ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ ƻŦ aƛǘŎƘŜƭƭ 

пмтл нлмс ϷфмрΣррпΦтл  ϷлΦлл  ϷфмрΣррпΦтл  C/L5 

 TOTAL ϷфΣссмΣрнпΦтл  ϷмлуΣнттΦлл  ϷфΣрроΣнптΦтл   

Gordon W. “Jeff” Fassett, P.E. 

Director 

Date 

 

After reviewing five rounds of project proposals, it is clear that the state’s need to continue funding projects 
that support the sustainable use of and management for water quality, quantity and infrastructure needs as 
defined in Neb. Rev. Stat § 2-1506 remains as important today as it was when LB 1098 was implemented in 
2014.  The following table tracks the unmet funding demand of project sponsors seeking cost share assistance 
to provide these types of projects. 

Unmet Funding Demand 

¸ŜŀǊ !ǇǇƭƛŎŀǝƻƴǎ !Ƴƻǳƴǘ !ǇǇƭƛŎŀǝƻƴǎ !Ƴƻǳƴǘ ¦ƴƳŜǘ 

CƛƭŜŘ CƛƭŜŘ wŜǉǳŜǎǘŜŘ CǳƴŘŜŘ DǊŀƴǘŜŘ 5ŜƳŀƴŘ 

нлмр нт     рлΣуроΣуроΦлл  мт      уΣрфлΣрлнΦлл       пнΣнсоΣормΦлл  

нлмс оп     прΣпорΣфсоΦмт  мм    мфΣрнфΣсстΦол       нрΣфлсΣнфрΦут  

нлмт нп     нлΣолрΣмспΦлл  мо    млΣсунΣрпсΦлл         фΣсннΣсмуΦлл  

нлму му     мтΣофтΣтфуΦлл  мл      тΣулнΣспфΦлл         фΣрфрΣмпфΦлл  

нлмф мф     нуΣсоуΣмлрΦмл  мн    мтΣусрΣллрΦмл       млΣттоΣмллΦлл  

 ¢h¢![   мснΣсолΣууоΦнт       спΣптлΣосфΦпл       фуΣмслΣрмоΦут  


